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think he will ever get to the top in English politics."
Besides, if Mr. Churchill's thoughts had really been
allowed to stray in the direction of replacing Grey
with Balfour, the Prime Minister's most cherished
prejudice was threatened. It was hard, of course;
but if the Conservatives had really made it a condition,
he would have to go.

So he was gently asked whether he would prefer
another office in the Government or a command in
France. Mr. Lloyd George, who happened to come
in just then, suggested that he might do great work
at the Colonial Office. But nothing came of it.
For the Conservatives were not prepared to acquiesce
in anything except a minor post for Mr. Churchill.
It was all extremely painful for the Prime Minister,
because the newcomers positively insisted on his
breaking the circle of his own intimates and sacri-
ficing Haldane too. It might be true that Haldane
had remade the British Army; but somebody had
just remembered that he made a pro-German speech
some years before the war. So the cause of national
unity demanded the elimination of Lord Haldane,
who had made the Army, and of Winston Churchill,
who had mobilised die Navy* These patriotic
^requests were proffered on behalf of the Conserva-
tives by Mr. Bonar Law, who was completely untried
in public service, and by Lord Lansdowne, whose
administration of a chaotic War Office had com-
plicated the early stages of the South African War.
But as the King's government must now be carried
on with Conservative assistance, Mr. Asquith made
the sacrifice in his least Roman attitude.
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